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 NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
 

 



 

 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        MULTILATERAL 
 
  Weapons:  Prohibitions or Restrictions on the 
                       Use of Incendiary Weapons (Protocol III)  
 
Protocol to the convention on prohibitions or restrictions on the use 
       of certain conventional weapons which may be deemed to be 
       excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects  
       of October 10, 1980. 
Adopted at Geneva October 10, 1980; 
Transmitted by the President of the United States of America 
       to the Senate January 7, 1997 (Treaty Doc. 105-1, 
       105th Congress, 1st Session); 
Reported favorably by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
       July 29, 2008 (Senate Executive Report No. 110-22, 
       110th Congress, 2d Session); 
Advice and consent to ratification by the Senate 
       September 23, 2008; 
Ratified by the President December 23, 2008; 
Ratification of the United States of America deposited January 21, 2009;   
Entered into force July 21, 2009. 
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CONVENTION ON FROHIBITIOBS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF CERTAIN 
CONVEHTIONAL WEAPOlfS WHiai MAl' D DEEMED TO BE EXCESSIVELY 

INJURIOUS OR TO HAVE IBDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS 

CONVENTION SUR L 1 IN'l'ERDIC'l'IOti OU LA. LIMITATION DE L 1 !MPLOI DE 
CERTAINES ARMES CLASSIQUES QUI PEUVENT E'l'RE CONSIDEREES COMME 
PRODUISA.HT DES EP'FftS 'l'RAUMA.TIQUES EXCESSIFS OU COMME YRAPPAlf'l' 

SANS DISCRIMINATION 

COtrVDJCIOlf SOBRE PROHIBICIONES 0 RESTRICCIONES D:::L E:.JPLEO 
DE CIERTAS AlU4AS CONVEttCIOrLI\LES O.UE PUEOAU CONSIDERARSE 

EXCESIVAHEtrl'E NOCIVAS 0 DE EFECTOS UJDISCRilUiiADOS 

• 



PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RES'l'RICTIO~lS O!t T"r!t USB 0~ 
INCENDIARY WEAPONS 

( l'I'IOTOCOL III) 

Articl.e l 

Definitions 

For the purpose of this Protocol.: 

1. "Incendiary vea.pon" llle&na any weapon or llUllition vbich is :primarily 
designed to set tire to objects or to cause burn injUl'Y' to persona tbroush the 
action of flame, heat, or a C011lbination thereof, produced by a choical reactiob 
ot a substance delivered on the target. 

(a) Incendiary weapons can take tbe form of, for exa:9le, flame throvers, 
fougaases, shells, rockets, grenades, mines, banbs aDd other containers of 
incendiary substances. 

(b) Incendi~ weapons do not include: 

( i) Munitions 'Which fiJAY have incidental incendiary effects, such as illUIIline.nts, 
tracers, IDIOke or sipa.Uing systems; 

(ii) Munitions clesigned to com.'bine penetration, blast or f'ras-ntation etteots 
vith an additional incendi&r7 ettect, such as amour-pierotDa proJectUea, 
tra.pentation abella, explosive bolll'bs and silllUar cCGbined-etfecta 
aunitiona in Yhich the inceDdiary ettect is not aped.ticall7 desisned to 
cause burn inJury to persons, but to be used ap.iut militar:r ob~ectives, 
aucb as armoured vehicles, aireratt and installatioDs or facilities. 

2. "Concentration of civilu.na" means an7 concentration of civili&Ds, be it 
permanent or teml)Orary, such as in inba.bited parts of cities, or inhabitecl towns or 
villages , or as in camps or columns ot refUgees or evacuees, or groups of nomads. 

3. "Military objective" meens. so far as objects are eoneerned. uy object vbich 
by its nature, loea.tion, purpose or use makes an effective contribution to military 
action end vbose total. or partial destruction, capture or neut.ra.l.bation, in the 
ci~cumatances ruling at the tt.e, offers a definite military advantese. 
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~. "Civilian obJeeta11 are all obJec:ta vhicb are not lllilitary objectives aa 
de tined in .!>Vt.Rl'&ph 3. 

5. "Peadble precautions'' are thole preeautions vbieb are practicable O'l' 

practically !'()8dble taking into aecount all eircwastances ruling at the t:i:JM. 
tncludin~ humanitarian and milit~ conaiderations. 

Article 2 

~t,!!=~i.o!!...2!..civilian_! __ and ci'f'ilian obJects 

1. It b prohibited in all cirewaatancea to •ke the civilian population as 
such, individual cbilians or civilian obJeeta the objeet ot attack by incendiary 
vupons. 

:2. It il prohibited in ell circWUt&Dcea to make &111 lllilitary objective 
locat~4 vitbin a concentration o~ civilian• the object o~ attack by air-delivered 
incendi.,.,. v•pons. 

3. It il fUrther prohibited. to ake any militar,r objective located within a 
concatn.tion or dviliana the obJect or attack by •eana of incudiary weapon• other 
than air-4el:f.Yeftd incendiary ve&'POnl • except vhen auch military obJective ia 
elearly aeparated tl'oll the concentn.tion of ciTilia.na and all feasible precautiOJta 
art tftlten vith a 'fiev to liaiting the incendiary effecta to the Jllilitar.f obJectiYe 
u4 to avoiaiq, and in &nJ event. to ain:ba.b.iq, iDcidental. lo .. or ciTilian life, 
inJur.Y to cirlliana and 4&ase to ci'f'ilia.n obJects. 

16. It ia prohibited to -.ke torelts or other kind• or plant cover tbe ob,1ect 
ot attack by incendia17 vee.pona except vben •uch natu.nl. element• are u•ed. to 
cO'fer. coaceal or caaoutlaae cora'batant• or other Jdlitary objectives, or are 
tb~~lvea •ilitar,r objeetives. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing text 
is a true copy of the Convention on prohibi­

tions or restrictions on the use of certain 

conventional weapons which may be deemed to 
be excessively injurious or to have indis­
criminate effects, concluded at Geneva on 10 
October 1980, the original of which is de­
posited with the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations. 

For ths Secl'f!tary-Genera'L: 

The Legal. Counse 'L 

United N.ations, New York, 
1~ May 1981 

Je certifie que le texte qui precede est 
une copie cor.forme de la Convention sur l'in­
terdiction ou la limitation de l'emploi de 
certaines armes classiques qui peuvent etre 

considerees comme produisant des effets trau­
matiques excessifs ou comme frappant sans dis­
crimination, conclue a Geneve le 10 octobre 
1980, dont l'original se trouve depose aupres 
du Secretaire general de l'Organisation des 

Nations Unies. 

Pour 'Le Se~tai.N ¢nAra'L 

Le Consei'L'Ler juri.dique 

Organisation des Nations Unies, New York, 
le 14 mai 19 81 




